
Installing R, R Tools, and RStudio on Windows

In this tutorial, we will install R, R tools, and RStudio for Windows. Links will be included in the
video description.

First, we will install R. https://cran.rstudio.com/

Select Download R from Windows, then select the link for “install R for the first time. Now select
Download R for Windows.

Once the file has downloaded, double click to start the installer. Click Next through all of the
install prompts to install, and accept the default options.

Now we will install RTools, an external program that helps R run on Windows. Use the link
below, or press the back arrow on the current page (https://cran.rstudio.com/)

https://cran.rstudio.com/
https://cran.rstudio.com/


Most likely you will need the 64-bit version.

Once the download is complete double-click to launch the installer. Choose “Next” in the
command prompts to install.

Now we will install RStudio. (https://www.rstudio.com/products/rstudio/download/#download)

https://www.rstudio.com/products/rstudio/download/#download


Choose Download RStudio for Windows, and once the file is downloaded open the installer.
Click Next through the installer to finish the installation.

Finally, we will confirm that everything has been installed correctly. We will be entering some
code into R, which I won’t explain here but it will become more familiar during the workshop.

Open RStudio. You should see a window that looks similar to this:

First we need to connect R and R Tools by writing the following line in the Console:



writeLines('PATH="${RTOOLS40_HOME}\\usr\\bin;${PATH}"', con = "~/.Renviron")

Then press Enter to execute the command.

Now we will restart the R session using the Sessions drop-down menu



Now we will run some checks to confirm that everything is properly set up. First run
Sys.which(“make”). This should return the path to an R Tools library:

Next, we will install an R package that depends on R Tools. Run
install.packages("jsonlite", type = "source") in the Console. This should install the
library and end with something similar to this:



Finally, let’s install some packages that we will be using during the workshop. Run the following
line in the console:

install.packages(c(“tidyverse”, “lubridate”, “sf”))

This may take some time depending on your internet connection. Press OK for any prompts that
appear. At the end you should get an output that looks similar to this:

Finally, check to make sure that the library has correctly installed by running
library(tidyverse) in the Console. You should see and output similar to this:

If all of this worked then everything should be ready to go! If you have any issues for questions
please reach out to Justin Millar (jmillar@path.org) or Hannah Slater (hslater@path.org).
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